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Picture Books/Stories:

Dad and Me in the Morning by Patricia Lakin. (Whitman, 1994) 

Early one morning, when it is still dark, a young boy wakes to his special alarm clock. He puts on his hearing aid and his clothes, then goes to wake his father. Together they walk down to the beach. Jacob cannot hear, so he and his father sign or lipread or just squeeze each other's hands. This poetic 
story is beautifully illustrated in glowing watercolors.

The Handmade Alphabet by Laura Rankin (Dial Books, 1991)
The language of signing communicates with lyrical clarity and creativity. To celebrate its expressiveness, artist Laura Rankin presents her striking interpretation of the manual alphabet. Here, the hand that signs "V" holds a valentine, "I" points to delicate icicles, and "O" dangles a shining ornament. Full-color illustrations.

The Handmade Counting Book by Laura Rankin. (Dial Books, 1998)
The acclaimed author of "The Handmade Alphabet" now presents a book that pairs American Sign Language signs for the numbers 1-20, 25, 50, 75, and 100 with beautifully drawn objects.

Handtalk Zoo by George Ancona & Mary Beth. (Four Winds Press, 1989)
As they make their way through the zoo, a group of children sign and fingerspell the names of the animals.  In addition to signing animal names, the telling of time is expressed with the signing of numbers 1--12 in a clocklike shape. Vibrant color photographs depict the action of the story and 
the signing, while black-and-white insets show the fingerspelling.

The Moses books by Isaac Millman (Farrar Straus & Giroux): Moses Goes to a 
Concert (1998), Moses Goes to School (2000) , Moses Goes to the Circus (2003), 
Moses Sees a Play (2004)
These excellent picture books incorporate basic sign language instruction into stories of a little boy named Moses, who is deaf.  The illustrations are child-friendly and clearly depict the signs, which are related to the story.  Of special note is Moses Goes to School, which offers a look at everyday life in a school for the deaf.

Once Upon a Time: Children's Classics Retold in American Sign Language series signed by Ben Bahan and Nathie Marbury (Dawn Sign Press, 1991)
This excellent series of 6 videotapes features classic fairy tales such as “Rapunzel” signed by native signers, with English voiceover.  An accompanying workbook teaches some of the basic signs used in each story.


The Printer by Myron Uhlberg (Peachtree, 2003)
This unique picture book presents the tale of a deaf printer, through the use of American Sign Language, is able to communicate with other deaf printers over the roar of the printing presses, and save their hearing counterparts from a fire.

Read with Me series (10 videotapes) (Sign Enhancers, www.signenhancers.com).
These excellent videos are designed to encourage hearing parents of deaf children to share literature in ASL, but are fun for any child.  Thomas Holcomb translates favorite picture books, such as Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are (Harper & Row, 1963), into ASL.

Secret Signs: Along the Underground Railroad by Anita Riggio. (Boyds Mills Press, 1997)
In the mid-1800s, Luke and his mother help support themselves by making panoramic eggs of maple sugar. When a man bursts into their home and accuses them of hiding slaves, Luke's mother denies the charges--although she is planning to meet her contact on the Underground Railroad that very 
day. With his mother held at home, Luke, who is deaf, must use his resources and creative talents to help make the connection.

Sesame Street Sign Language ABC with Linda Bove ( Random House, 1985)
A perennial favorite, this book offers both colorful illustrations and crisp, full-color photos of deaf actress Linda Bove performing the signs.  


Sign Me a Story (Random House Home Video, 1987)
This classic video stars Linda Bove, best known for her role as Linda on Sesame Street, in three classic fairy tales with live actors against picture book backdrops.  It features a voiceover, making the signing accessible to hearing children.  


Baby Signs:

Baby See ‘n Sign series (Kronz Kids Productions): Volume 1 (2001), Volume 2 (2003)
These videos are hosted by Johanna Larsen-Muhr, who is a CODA (child of deaf adults) and a native signer.  A variety of youngsters demonstrate the signs, which are well-chosen for young children and are repeated several times.  The first volume offers an especially useful segment presented by 
Larsen-Muhr that offers additional contextual information for parents about using ASL with babies.

Baby Sign Language Basics by Monta Z. Briant (Carlsbad, CA: Hay House, 2004)
This small, thick book – designed to toss into a diaper bag – lives up to its title with short, readable chapters detailing the benefits and basics of using sign language with babies, often illustrated with examples from the author’s own experience.  The bulk of the book is made up of clear black and white photos showing 60 signs, including 10 “lifesaver signs” to start with.  A great 
introduction that enlightens without overwhelming.

Baby’s First Signs series by Kim Votry (Gallaudet University Press): Baby’s First Signs (2001), More Baby’s First Signs (2001), Out for a Walk (2003), A Book of Colors (2003)
These colorful board books feature bold illustrations of everyday objects and activities, accompanied by clear pencil drawings demonstrating the signs for each.  A great introduction to ASL for deaf and hearing children alike.


Let’s Sign!: Every Baby’s Guide to Communicating with Grownups by Kelly Ault. (Houghton Mifflin, 2005)
After a brief and informative introduction detailing the benefits of using sign language with babies, this sturdy little picture book presents three stories: “Mealtime”, “Playtime”, and “Bedtime”.  Each simple story follows a child through a daily activity, with the story appearing on the left hand side of each spread, and an illustration and description of one or two associated signs on the right. A handy index of signs makes this a great reference for parents as well.

My First Signs illustrated by Annie Kubler. (Child’s Play, 2005)
Featuring bright, child-friendly illustrations, this oversized board book introduces 43 signs for activities, objects, and people in a baby’s world.    Each illustration is accompanied by the English equivalent and a brief description of how the sign is made, and tips for parents on introducing the 
signs appear at the bottom of each page.  

Sign With Your Baby by Joseph Garcia.  Northlight Communications (2002).
Filled with anecdotes, practical guidelines, and humor, this classic book offers an effective way to teach parents and infants how to communicate through sign.

Sign With Your Baby: http://www.sign2me.com
Dr. Joseph Garcia’s official website features discussion groups, products, and the latest research showing how signing benefits both deaf and hearing babies.

Signing Time! series (Two Little Hands Productions):
Volume I: My First Signs (2002),
Volume 2: Playtime Signs (2002),
Volume 3: Everyday Signs (2002),
Volume 4: Feelings and Fun (2004),
Volume 5: ABC Signs (2004),
Volume 6: My Favorite Things (2004)
Available on both DVD and VHS, this is hands-down the best sign language series for young children.  Each segment includes both hearing and deaf kids signing simple signs, and review segments featuring fun songs and stories reinforce vocabulary.  Excellent segments geared to parents offer information about such topics as ASL grammar and tips for using the program with young children.

Signing With Your Baby: http://www.signingbaby.com
This comprehensive website offers support for parents who want to sign with their children, including tips for starting out, pictures of signs as children sign them, and articles covering everything from dealing with skepticism from others to how to encourage the babysitter to sign with your child.

Simple Signs (Viking, 1995) and More Simple Signs (Viking, 1998) by Cindy Wheeler.
Especially appropriate for preschoolers, these colorful books combine kid-friendly concept illustrations with line drawings clearly depicting sign production and hints for remembering the signs.

Sign Language Instruction for Elementary Age Students:

All About Sign Language by Felicia Lowenstein. (Enslow, 2004)
With a high-interest format and full-color photos and illustrations, Lowenstein uses stories of real deaf people, such as Helen Keller and Alice Cogswell, to introduce each chapter, and effortlessly weaves the fascinating history of American Sign Language into the narrative.  Setting it apart from 
many books on the subject, this one goes into the linguistic principles of ASL, using the five aspects of a sign not only to demonstrate sign vocabulary, but also to show that ASL is a real language.  

I Want to Learn Sign Language, Volumes I & II (American Production Services, 2001).
Gallaudet University graduate Karen Green plays “mom” in this video, and teaches her two daughters basic sign language in preparation for a visit from their deaf cousin.  Vocabulary segments are divided by topic, and this video does an excellent job of addressing Deaf culture and history, as well as the feelings of a variety of deaf people.

Learn to Sign the Fun Way: Let Your Fingers Do the Talking with Games, Puzzles, and Activities in American Sign Language by Penny Warner.  (Prima, 2001)
This book is packed with vocabulary, depicted in clear, kid-friendly drawings and organized into well-defined chapters, but it also gives a host of cultural information without overwhelming young readers.  A section of simple sign language games at the back is of especial use to teachers.

Signing For Kids by Mickey Flodin. (Putnam 1991).
The first signing manual written for kids, this guide presents a host of signs in an easy-to-follow, large format.  Included among the subjects are the manual alphabet, pets and animals, food, sports, school, family and friends, money, and numbers.

Signs for Me: Basic Sign Vocabulary for Children, Parents, & Teachers by Ben Bahan & Joe Dannis (DawnSignPress, 1990)
With an informative introduction, clear organization, easy-to-follow line drawings, and illustrations for each concept, this book is a classic ASL resource.

Sing ‘n Sign Holiday Time with Gaia.  (Heartsong Communications, 2003)
Gaia Tossing leads a group of deaf, hearing, and hard-of-hearing kids in signing Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Hanukkah songs in this spirited production, available on both video and DVD.  All content is signed as well as spoken and open-captioned, making the production completely accessible.  The DVD also features a “Training” section, where Gaia and Jonnie break down 14 songs and teach viewers the ASL interpretations, incorporating valuable information about ASL structure and how it differs from English.  

You Can Learn American Sign Language by Jackie Kramer and Tali Ovadia. (Troll, 1999)
A great source of ASL vocabulary, with over three hundred signs arranged by theme in a high-interest graphic style incorporating color photos of real kids and snappy comic illustrations.



Sign Language Instruction for Teens and Adults:

American Sign Language Dictionary. (ASL in Motion, 2003)
ASL in Motion has created a straightforward, easy-to-use DVD that offers introductory vocabulary for beginning signers, and a valuable reference for more advanced signers.  The set-up is effectively simple; the menu offers a choice of 22 categories of signs, ranging from the manual alphabet to 
numbers to more advanced areas such as transportation signs, occupation signs, and emotion signs.  

Beginning American Sign Language Videocourse, Volumes 1-15 (Sign Enhancers, 1991, 1992)
This is a comprehensive videocourse designed for middle and high school students (and adults), but elementary students interested in ASL will find it just an enlightening and easy to follow.  Each video introduces new vocabulary, then shows an entirely signed segment with the “Bravo family” 
that uses the vocabulary and also introduces Deaf culture concepts in a seamless and entertaining fashion.  This series is a must for any library committed to providing excellent sign language materials.  

Communicating in Sign: Creative Ways to Learn American Sign Language by Diane Chambers (Fireside, 1998)
Especially appropriate for those who want to explore the language in-depth, this book offers vocabulary, grammar, ASL structure, and activities and games.

Peter Cook, ASL Storyteller: From a Gator Ride to the Dentist’s Office (P.C. Productions, 1998), The United States of ASL Poetry and Other Tales (P.C. Productions, 1998).
Internationally acclaimed Deaf poet and storyteller Peter Cook tells stories and poems through pantomime and acting accessible to both hearing and deaf audiences.

MySignLink  www.aasdweb.com/mysignlink
Hosted by the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf, this site offers a searchable dictionary of over 17,000 signs.  You can even download it to your browser so that the MySignLink is always nearby.  Requires Quicktime (free download available at link).

Sign ASL? Sure You Can! (Florida First Coast Signing Video Productions or at www.DrSign.com)
Presented by deaf instructor Dr. Mike Tuccelli, this crash course in the unique features and structure of ASL offers new insights whether the viewer is just starting out or an experienced signer.  Complete voiceover interpretation makes this video accessible to everyone.

Sign-Me-Fine by Laura Greene and Eva Barash Dicker. (Franklin Watts, 1995.)
This title goes beyond the basic information available in other books on sign language to provide an in-depth examination of American Sign Language.




Juvenile Fiction:

Apple is my Sign by Mary Riskind. (Houghton Mifflin, 1981)
A 10-year-old boy returns to his parents' apple farm for the holidays after his first term at a school for the deaf in Philadelphia.

Gaps in Stone Walls by John Neufeld. (Athenuem, 1996)
In the late 19th century, hereditary deafness affected at least 1/5 of the population of Chilmark, a town on Martha's Vineyard. Among this group is Merry Skiffe, an artistic 12-year-old whose peaceful life unravels when wealthy miser Ned Nickerson is murdered on a dark road one Saturday 
night and Merry finds herself among the four residents of Chilmark who have no alibi.


Deaf History and Culture:

Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture by Carol Padden and Tom Humphries.  (Harvard University Press, 1988).
This excellent book, written by two Deaf authors, illuminates the tension between the Deaf and hearing views of deafness.  An essential primer for any student of Deaf Culture.

Deaf Culture Our Way by Roy K. Holcomb, Samual K. Holcomb, and Thomas K. Holcomb. (DawnSignPress, 1994)
An anthology of humorous anecdotes that explore the deaf experience.


Everyone Here Spoke Sign Language: Hereditary Deafness on Martha's Vineyard by Nora Ellen Groce. (Harvard University Press, 1985)
Imagine living in a place where everyone signed, whether they were hearing or deaf.  For over 200 years, that’s how it was on Martha’s Vineyard, where many of the people were deaf, and participated in every aspect of life on the island.

For Hearing People Only: answers to some of the most commonly asked questions about the Deaf community, its culture, and the "Deaf reality"  by Matthew S. Moore and Linda Levitan ; with a foreword by Harlan Lane. (Deaf Life Press, 1993)
Questions and answers about ASL and Deaf Culture, presented in a straightforward, often humorous, manner.


See What I Mean: Differences Between Deaf and Hearing Cultures (Eye to Eye Productions, 2001).
Presented by Thomas K. Holcomb & Anna Mindess, this funny and entertaining video clearly shows the differences between Deaf and hearing cultures, with a little help from “Miss Deaf Manners” and “Miss Hearing Manners”.

Victory Week by Walter P. Kelley.  Illustrated by Tony L. McGregor. (Deaf Life Press. 1998)
In language accessible to younger children, a child narrator tells the story of the 1988 “Deaf President Now” movement at Gallaudet University, which resulted in the appointment of Gallaudet’s first deaf president.


The Week the World Heard Gallaudet by Jack R. Gannon. (Gallaudet University Press, 1989)
An inspiring photo-history of the historic Deaf President Now movement at Gallaudet, which led to the appointment of the first deaf president in the university’s history.  


Resources for Educators and Librarians:

ASL Access: www.aslaccess.org
This non-profit organization helps libraries access a huge collection of ASL videos, and its website has something to offer everyone: video reviews, articles, and links to many sources of information.  Check out the "Where can I find ASL videos?" link to find out if a public library near you owns the ASL Access collection.

Come Sign With Us: Sign Language Activities for Children by Jan C. Hafer and Robert M. Wilson. (Gallaudet University, 2002)
This easy-to-follow book presents twenty lessons on basic sign language, broken down into easy chunks such as “Asking Questions” and “Saying Hello”, and accompanied by clear line drawings of the signs discussed.


Deaf Heritage: A Student Text and Workbook by Felicia Mode Alexander and Jack R. Gannon. (NAD,1981)
This classic resource offers information on important deaf figures from the 1800s to 1980, and includes brief readings for students on deaf schools, ASL, the oral movement, deaf artists, sports, theatre, and writings by deaf authors.  Timelines help keep dates straight, and comprehension questions and follow-up activities appear at the end of the book.

Discoveries: Significant Contributions of Deaf Women and Men by Anita P. Davis and Katharine S. Preston. (Butte, 1996)
Each of these twenty-two biographical entries on deaf people from all walks of life includes a short sketch, related activities incorporating a variety of skills, vocabulary pages, and enrichment pages.  This book provides information about both well known and lesser known figures, such as 
educator Laurent Clerc, actress Linda Bove, sculptor Douglas Tilden, and mountain climber Heidi Zimmer.

“Hands-On Collection Building: A librarian offers tips for sign language materials selection.” by Kathy MacMillan. School Library Journal, March 2003.

A practical guide to evaluating and updating your library's sign language collection.


History Through Deaf Eyes edited by Cathryn Carroll.  (Gallaudet University, Clerc Center, 2002)
Three young deaf students visit a deaf history exhibit, and learn about sign language and deaf history as the statues come to life.  From the prince of Lydia in the 6th century B.C.E. to more recent seminal figures such as Laurent Clerc and Helen Keller, this book presents the highlights of deaf 
history in an accessible way, without ever shying away from its uglier parts.  Activities and resources accompanying the exhibit are available at http://depts.gallaudet.edu/deafeyes/index.html.

“Keep 'Em Reading: Deaf History Month and ASL.” by Kathy MacMillan. Library Sparks web resource, May 2006. www.highsmith.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/Production/LSP/pages/2006_pdfs/lsp_mar06_keepem_deaf.pdf
Recommended resources and activities for teaching about American Sign Language and deafness.

Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center: http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
The premiere source of information about deafness online, with fact sheets, teacher guides, information about assistive devices, and more.


Let’s Learn About Deafness: Classroom Activities by Rachel Stone-Harris. (Gallaudet University Press, 1988)
Includes activities and worksheets appropriate for the primary grades, focusing on deaf culture, terminology, basic sign language, and famous deaf people.

Movers and Shakers: Deaf People Who Changed the World by Cathryn Carroll and Susan M. Mather. (DawnSignPress, 1997)
These twenty-six brief stories tell of deaf people who overcome the prevailing attitudes of their time to show that, as Dr. I. King Jordan famously said, “deaf people can do anything hearing people can – except hear."

Try Your Hand at This!: Easy Ways to Incorporate Sign Language Into Your Programs by Kathy MacMillan. (Scarecrow Press, 2006).

This down-to-earth guide includes tips for using sign language in programs for any age group, along with background information about sign language and deafness, tips for improving your sign language collection and marketing to deaf and hearing audiences, and a section of ready-made programs complete with a visual glossary of storytime signs.
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